
    
 
 

ECI TELECOM AND HORSEBRIDGE WILL DEPLOY FIBER-TO-THE-HOME IN THE CITY OF 
WESTMINSTER 

-- Looking to improve the quality of life of its residents with a GPON FTTH solution  --  

PETACH TIKVAH, ISRAEL – July 10, 2013 – ECI Telecom, a global provider of next-generation network 

solutions, has been selected by Horsebridge Network Systems as their technology partners in the rollout 

of an advanced fiber-to-the-home (FTTH) project in the City of Westminster, London, United Kingdom.   

  

HIGHLIGHTS: 

 Horsebridge will install high-speed fiber optic communications in more than 22,000 homes in 

the City of Westminster over the next three years.  This GPON infrastructure will enable the 

delivery of digital television, high speed internet, and voice services.  

 The City of Westminster occupies an area of 21.5 km2, and is home to 220,000 people.  It is 

located in central London, and many of the most significant tourist, economic and political sites 

associated with London are within the City’s limits. 

 ECI and Horsebridge will deploy the I-OLT, a highly flexible and versatile platform optimized for 

any FTTx architecture, and supporting GPON, active Ethernet and full traffic aggregation 

capabilities.  

 ECI’s solution is particularly attractive to municipalities who are looking to bridge the digital 

divide with FTTH solutions, and would like to offer their residents advanced television, cable, 

data and voice services.  ECI has recently been selected to deploy its solutions at additional 

municipalities in Eastern and Western Europe.  

 ECI and Horsebridge have been working together for the past five years, delivering next-

generation access and transport networks for several projects in the United Kingdom. 

 Horsebridge has setup a new company called Community Fibre Ltd. that will provide TV, 

broadband and telephony services to Westminster’s residents.    

 

EXECUTIVE PERSPECTIVES 
 
"Currently, more than one in four of our tenants do not have access to the internet at home. I welcome 
the first phase of this new initiative as it furthers my commitment to addressing digital deprivation in 
the city, and will improve the lives of our residents. 
"The households taking part will be able to gain free access to a range of government websites. Boosting 
the availability of services to our residents will transform many lives and bolster employment 
opportunities. 
"We intend to roll out Community Fibre's service across all of our homes so that all of our residents will 
have access to the internet, which is increasingly important in this digital age." 
Jonathan Glanz, Westminster City Council's Cabinet Member for Housing 

 



    
“We are thrilled to work with The City of Westminster bringing this exciting initiative project to reality in 

the heart of London.  Our selection of ECI technology as a key component of this reflects ECI’s long term 

commitment to a robust range of fiber based access products and solutions. The selection of ECI is not 

solely on their ability to supply best-of-breed products but also reflects their proactive and supportive 

approach working closely with our teams to offer a high degree of technical expertise in delivering the 

solution The City of Westminster and its residents desire.” 

Geoff Smith, Managing Director, Horsebridge  

“Local governments and municipalities recognize the challenge of closing the digital divide that exists 

today in many urban, suburban and rural areas.  ECI and Horsebridge are successfully delivering a cost-

effective fiber-to-the-home solution that can suitably address this issue.  The City of Westminster will 

enjoy the close relationship between ECI’s next-generation access technology and Horsebridge’s 

extensive experience in building telecom networks for the ultimate benefit of its residents.”  
Sorin Lupu, President of Sales & Marketing, ECI Telecom  

THE SOLUTION 

 

ECI’s I-OLT supports any FTTx architecture and any service mix across any fiber technology.  The highly 

versatile platform reduces financial and technological risks, through a common solution for both 

residential and business applications.  ECI has been one of the pioneers of broadband access solutions, 

including xDSL, vectoring and FTTx technology deployed around the world, helping close the digital 

divide.  ECI has been present in the British market since 1990. 

 

RESOURCES 

Open Access and Local Loop Unbundling on GPON Networks 

Fiber Access Deployment Case Study 

F152-HB product sheet  

 

 

ABOUT HORSEBRIDGE NETWORK SYSTEMS 
Horsebridge was founded in 2000 and provides world-class communication network and security 
infrastructure solutions. Horsebridge solutions are currently deployed in over 120 countries from our 
offices in UK, UAE, Kenya and Malaysia.  
Our growth has been based on continually satisfying our wide ranging clients who include Telecom 
Operators Fixed and Mobile, Military, Government, Transport, Utilities, “Blue Light” Emergency Services, 
Service Providers, Enterprise Customer, and Municipal Networks around the world. 
Our solutions and services continue to expand in both scope and depth, and are constantly evolving in 
response to the changing market and economic demands. We collaborate with our clients to help them 
realise their visions and create tangible value. For more information visit www.horsebridge.net. 
 
 

  https://www.facebook.com/pages/Horsebridge/446138212074322 

http://www.ecitele.com/OurOffering/Industries/Solutions/Solution%20Assets/open-access-and-local-loop-unbundling-on-gpon-networks.pdf
http://www.ecitele.com/OurOffering/Industries/Solutions/Solution%20Assets/Next-generation_Access_Deployment_Case_Study.pdf
http://www.ecitele.com/OurOffering/Products/ProductsAssets/hi-focus-f152-hb-product-note.pdf
http://www.horsebridge.net/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Horsebridge/446138212074322
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Horsebridge/446138212074322


    
 http://twitter.com/horsebridge_net 

 Link in with Horsebridge 

 

ABOUT ECI TELECOM 

ECI Telecom delivers innovative communications platforms to carriers and service providers worldwide. 

ECI provides efficient platforms and solutions that enable customers to rapidly deploy cost-effective, 

revenue-generating services. Founded in 1961, Israel-based ECI has consistently delivered customer-

focused networking solutions to the world’s largest carriers. The Company is also a market leader in 

many emerging markets. ECI provides scalable broadband access, transport and data networking 

infrastructure that provides the foundation for the communications of tomorrow, including next-

generation voice, IPTV, mobility and other business solutions. For more information, visit 

www.ecitele.com. 

 

    Become a fan of ECI Telecom on Facebook 

    Follow ECI Telecom news updates on Twitter 

    High-resolution graphics are available for download at Flickr 
 

 

CONTACT 

Horsebridge Network Systems 

Emma Marchand 

T: +44 7964747448 

Emma.marchand@horsebridge.net 

 

Westminster City Council 

Jo Hooper, Senior Media Officer 

T: +44 207 641 1886 

jhooper@westminster.gov.uk 

 

ECI Telecom 

Sandra Welfeld, Corporate Communications 

T: +972 3 928 7283 

sandra.welfeld@ecitele.com  

@welfeld 
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